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Autumn 2011 – U of U Bountiful Center
Dr. Julie Suhr Pierce
Phone: 643-4352 (Cell phone — leave a message at any time if I am not available.)

e-mail: runner.julie@att.net (Please mention economics or 2010 in the subject line.)

Course Objectives
In this course, you will be expected to master the fundamental theories, models, and techniques of microeconomic analysis.  We will discuss many of the competing theories and ideas within economics.  We will also complete a major class research project during the semester.
Required Texts

Gregory Mankiw, Principles of Microeconomics, Sixth Edition (or earlier, if you’re a gambler).
You will also be required to do additional reading and video viewing both in conjunction with regular class sessions and in conjunction with the class project.  Your specific assignment (which you will have some flexibility in choosing) will be given at the time of group project sign-ups.

Grading
Grades will be based on the following:

· 3 Midterm Exams, each worth 25% of your grade, and a Final Exam worth 10% of your grade.  (I write my exams based on the assumption that you have completed all of the assigned readings and have attended all class sessions: Everything is fair game.)

· 1 Semester Project worth 15% of your grade — this project assignment will include a paper.

Your grade may be adversely affected by disruptive classroom behavior, as per university policy.  All exams are given in class.  Make-up exams will be allowed after the scheduled exam date only in the case of verifiable medical or family emergencies.  The same policy applies for incompletes.  Exams will cover both the reading assignments and the in-class lectures.  Plan on taking exams in class on the dates scheduled.  Do not bring any noisy or disruptive food or similar items to exams.
Suggestions

Keep up on your reading, and only miss class if you absolutely must.  If you have to be late to class due to an emergency, please do attend but make sure to come in quietly so as not to disturb the other students.  Even if you must miss half of a class meeting, please attend the rest of the lecture.  We will cover a lot of material each time we meet, and every hour you spend in class will contribute to your overall success in the course.

Classroom Policies
Please turn off or silence your cell phone or pager before class begins.  Should you require special accommodations for any reason, please inform me of this during the first week of class.  I adhere to university policies on the honor code, sexual harassment, the accommodation of students with disabilities, and classroom disruption.

Any detected cheating will result in a failing grade for the course, will be reported to university administrators, and will result in any or all disciplinary actions that are deemed appropriate for the infraction.

Course Schedule

This schedule is subject to revision during the semester.  If the class becomes particularly interested in a specific subject, we may spend more time on that subject and make adjustments as necessary.

	Class Dates
	Assigned Chapters
	Exams/Project/Events

	August 23
	1 – 3
	

	August 30
	4 – 6
	

	September 6
	5 & 6 (review)
	

	September 13
	7 – 9
	

	September 20
	
	Exam 1 (Ch. 1 – 9) & Movie Night

	September 27
	10 – 12
	Group Project Sign-Ups

	October 4
	13 & 14
	

	October 11
	
	No Class – Fall Break

	October 18
	15 – 17
	

	October 25
	
	Exam 2 (Ch. 10 - 17) & Movie Night

	November 1
	18 
	

	November 8
	19 & 20
	

	November 15
	21 & 22
	

	November 22
	
	Exam 3 (Ch. 18 - 22) & Movie Night

	November 29
	
	Discussion/Group Project Work

	December 6
	
	Group Presentations

	December 13
	
	Final Exam


