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Santiago Chelala is Associate Professor of Economic History of Argentina and PhD. in 

Economics from the University of Buenos Aires. He received a William Fulbright grant 

for researchers and he is a Visiting Scholar at Columbia University. He was also visiting 

researcher at the Center Walras (Institut del' Home, France) and he is a member of the 

Argentine Association of Political Economy (AAEP), where he usually publish his work. 

His latest article deals with the concept of downward inflexibility of prices and inflation 

in Thomas More´s Utopia. His research interests are philosophy of science, monetary 

policy and Latin American history. 
  
Talk description:  
The aim of the talk will be to describe the impact of the actual financial crisis in Latin 

America, with a comparative case study of Brazil, Argentina, Mexico and Chile. We will 

also explain the consequences of the Washington Consensus for the region, the lessons 

that can be learned from the Argentine collapse in 2001 and the state-dominated 

models in Venezuela, Bolivia and Ecuador. We will try to answer what type of reforms 

are needed in Latin America and if the crisis is an opportunity for such changes.  
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